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(a) An order placing or continuing the placement of a juvenile in the

custody or placement responsibility of a county department of social services,

whether an order for continued nonsecure custody, a dispositional order, or

a review order:

(1) Shall contain a finding that the juvenile's continuation in or return

to the juvenile's own home would be contrary to the juvenile's best

interest;

(2) Shall contain findings as to whether a county department of social

services has made reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the

need for placement of the juvenile, unless the court has previously

determined under subsection (b) of this section that such efforts

are not required or shall cease;

(3) Shall contain findings as to whether a county department of social

services should continue to make reasonable efforts to prevent or

eliminate the need for placement of the juvenile, unless the court

has previously determined or determines under subsection (b) of

this section that such efforts are not required or shall cease;

(4) Shall specify that the juvenile's placement and care are the

responsibility of the county department of social services and that

the agency is to provide or arrange for the foster care or other

placement of the juvenile; and

(5) May provide for services or other efforts aimed at returning the

juvenile to a safe home or at achieving another permanent plan for

the juvenile.

A finding that reasonable efforts have not been made by a county department

of social services shall not preclude the entry of an order authorizing the

juvenile's placement when the court finds that placement is necessary for the

protection of the juvenile. Where efforts to prevent the need for the

juvenile's placement were precluded by an immediate threat of harm to the

juvenile, the court may find that the placement of the juvenile in the absence

of such efforts was reasonable.

(b) In any order placing a juvenile in the custody or placement

responsibility of a county department of social services, whether an order for

continued nonsecure custody, a dispositional order, or a review order, the

court may direct that reasonable efforts to eliminate the need for placement

of the juvenile shall not be required or shall cease if the court makes written

findings of fact that:

(1) Such efforts clearly would be futile or would be inconsistent with

the juvenile's health, safety, and need for a safe, permanent home
within a reasonable period of time;

(2) A court of competent jurisdiction has determined that the parent

has subjected the child to aggravated circumstances as defined in

G.S. 7A-517(3a);

(3) A court of competent jurisdiction has terminated involuntarily the

parental rights of the parent to another child of the parent; or

(4) A court of competent jurisdiction has determined that: the parent

has committed murder or voluntary manslaughter of another child

of the parent; has aided, abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited

to commit murder or voluntary manslaughter of the child or
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